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2. pyrolysis
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Global Oil Shale Production: 1880 to 2000
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I BORE IN

I a 30- by 20-foot field, a series of 600-foot-deep
holes are drilled to reach oil shale -- sedimentary rock
containing hydrocarbons. The holes are spaced 5 feet
apart around the perimeter and within the field.

SPLITOFF
At the malecular
level, the heat
separates earbon
-0il and gas-from the

2 Specialized heating lubes
placed in the holes warm the rock to
700 degrees Fahrenheit, a process

that can take anywhere from eight 4|.|FT ouT O

months to four years. The oil and gas
are then sucked from
the ground through
holes equipped with
pumps at the top.
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Energy Content of Fuels
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